Ichthyosis
This hereditary condition is characterized by hyperkeratosis or hypertrophy of the horny layers of the skin which is dry and scaly and looks dirty (Fig. 1) This rare genetically-determined disease is either present at birth or appears early in life.
Vesicles and blisters, frequently precipitated by minor trauma, occur in the skin and sometimes in mucous membranes. Scarring of these lesions occurs in the dystrophic form; it is not a feature of the more common simplex form. In dystrophic epidermolysis bullosa, the nails and fingers are often atrophic (Fig. 3) and an acquired syndactyly may result.
Vesicles may occur in the conjunctiva in the dystrophic form and may result in the formation of symblepharon; if they involve the cornea, ulceration is characteristically followed by subepithelial infiltration of vascularized scar tissue, though perforation of the cornea has been reported.
FIG. 3. Epidermolysi Xeroderma Pigmentosum
This rare condition is characterized by freckles, telangiectases, atrophy of the skin (Fig. 4) , and the formation of warty tumours on exposed areas of skin. These tumours frequently undergo malignant change into !a carcinomata (basal cell and squamous cell) or malignant melanomata, particularly on the :5 face and hands.
Photophobia is often the presenting symptom, and erythema of the skin of the eyelids and conjunctival hyperae'mia may be precipitated by exposure to sunlight.
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